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9:00 - 9:30

9:30 - 9:45

9:45 - 10:25

Arrival and Registration of the Delegations/Participants

  

Welcome Ceremony 
  

Address by the President of the Republic of Cyprus, 
H.E.  Mr Nikos Christodoulides
With remarks from representatives of the following  organizations:
(TBC):UNECE
EU 
UNESCO
UoM
UNEP
  

Description of the Session: The session focuses on discussing 
the implementation of Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) in the educational systems of the Mediterranean countries. 
The aim of this session is to present and discuss the integration 
of ESD within each country's framework, aiming at exchanging views, 
best practices, and formulating positions on how the Mediterranean 
Strategy for ESD can contribute to addressing the challenges each 
country faces regarding sustainable development.

Within this context, the purpose and objectives of the forum will 
be presented, along with the presentation of the Mediterranean 
Strategy for ESD. MED9 ministers will be invited to address the 
following issues: 

 

Official Opening

10:30 - 12:30 Session 1: ESD in the Mediterranean



A - Whether they have a national strategy, framework, legislation, 
policy for ESD, whether it has been revised, and what are its key axes?
B - What are the main priorities of the countries regarding ESD 
and what measures are they promoting to achieve them?
C - What challenges do countries face in implementing ESD in their 
country and what measures are being promoted to address them?
D - How the Mediterranean Strategy for ESD can contribute 
to strengthening ESD in their countries.

  
10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 12:00

Introductory Remarks by the , Minister of Education,  Sport and Youth 
of the Republic of Cyprus,  H.E Athena Michailidou. Presentation 
of the Mediterranean Strategy on ESD by Dr. Aravella Zachariou, 
Chair of the ESD Committee for the Mediterranean Strategy.  
Presentation of the Concept Note of the 9th High-Level Forum 
on Education for Sustainable Development and Green Transition 
in the Mediterranean Region, Prof. Michael Scoullos

All MED9 Ministers will be invited to intervene on the questions of the 
first session. Their interventions can be oral or can presented in PPT 
format. 

Tour de Table for the Ministers

12:00 - 12:30

The floor will open for discussion between the MED9 ministers .
At the conclusion of their discussion, leading regional and 
international organizations on ESD, as well as other representatives 
of organizations will be invited to continue the discussion. 

Discussion

12:30 - 13:30 Session 2: The Twin Transition: Digital and Green/
Sustainable Learning 

Description of the Session: The purpose of this session is to give 
the floor to the MED9 ministers as well as to other representatives 
to discuss and strategize on the integration of green and 
digital/sustainable learning practices within their respective 
educational systems. The session aims to foster collaboration, 
an exchange of ideas, and the formulation of concrete action plans 
to promote sustainable development and digital literacy across 
the region. Specifically, it seeks to:

 



A - share best practices and innovative approaches in incorporating 
green and digital/sustainable learning methodologies within formal 
and non-formal education?
B - identify barriers hindering the effective implementation of green 
and digital/sustainable learning initiatives in the Mediterranean 
countries ? 
C - discuss and share strategies and programs that promote 
the twin transition in practice, in all forms and levels of education. 

Guiding Questions:

• Does your country have specific policies, and programs 
for integrating the twin transition into national curricula and 
pedagogical practices? Please identify some of them and explain 
their impact and innovative elements.

• What are the main obstacles your country faces in implementing 
green and digital/sustainable learning initiatives, and what measures 
are being taken to address these challenges?

• How can green and digital/sustainable learning contribute to   the 
broader goals of sustainable development and environmental 
stewardship in the Mediterranean region?

• What specific actions or initiatives is your country undertaking 
to ensure equitable access to green and digital/sustainable learning
opportunities for all students, including thosein marginalized 
or underserved communities?

• Does your country have policies that empower teachers 
in integrating green and digital/sustainable learning?

• Does your country have evaluation mechanisms for monitoring 
theeffectiveness and impact of green and digital/sustainable 
learning initiatives on student outcomes and environmental 
sustainability?

The framework will be developed by experts who will briefly reflect 
on the issues above, after which the floor will be open for discussion.
Ministers and other invited representatives will be invited to address 
a maximum of two questions at most. Each intervention will be 
allotted four (4) minutes.

  

13:30 - 15:00 Working Lunch

 

Introductory Remarks by the , Minister of Education,  Sport and Youth 
of the Republic of Cyprus,  H.E Athena Michailidou. Presentation 
of the Mediterranean Strategy on ESD by Dr. Aravella Zachariou, 
Chair of the ESD Committee for the Mediterranean Strategy.  
Presentation of the Concept Note of the 9th High-Level Forum 
on Education for Sustainable Development and Green Transition 
in the Mediterranean Region, Prof. Michael Scoullos

All MED9 Ministers will be invited to intervene on the questions of the 
first session. Their interventions can be oral or can presented in PPT 
format. 

The floor will open for discussion between the MED9 ministers .
At the conclusion of their discussion, leading regional and 
international organizations on ESD, as well as other representatives 
of organizations will be invited to continue the discussion. 



15:00 - 16:30 Session 3: Whole School/Institution Approach and ESD

Description of the Session: The purpose of this session 
is to provide opportunities for MED9 Ministers to discuss
the implementation of ESD through whole school/institution 
approach and provide insights on how WSA/WIA can 
transform schools and institutions towards sustainability. The 
session aims to explore how schools and educational institutions 
can serve as catalysts for sustainable development by adopting 
comprehensive and integrated approaches as WSA/WIA 
that encompass curriculum, campus operations, community 
engagement, professional development, and partnerships. 
Specifically, it seeks to: 

A - share experiences and best practices in implementing whole 
school/institution approaches and ESD across the Mediterranean 
region, 
B - identify key components and principles of successful ESD whole 
school/institution approaches and their relevance to the context 
of the Mediterranean countries, 
C - discuss action plans to support the Mediterranean countries 
in integrating ESD and WSA/WIA within their educational systems 
at all levels. 

Guiding Questions:

• What is your country's vision and policy framework for promoting 
ESD WSA/WIA within educational institutions, and how does it align 
with the ESD Mediterranean Strategy and the broader national and 
regional sustainability agendas?

• In which ways schools and educational institutions in your country 
are currently integrating sustainable development principles into 
their curriculum, campus operations, and extracurricular activities?

• What are the main challenges and obstacles faced by schools 
and educational institutions in adopting ESD whole school/
institution approach, and what measures are being taken 
to address them?

• How can Mediterranean countries leverage partnerships with 
government agencies, NGOs, businesses, and local communities 
to support the implementation of ESD whole school/institution 
approaches?

• What is needed to build the capacity of educators, administrators, 
and other stakeholders to effectively implement ESD whole 
school/institution approaches and what policies or measures 
are you taking to strengthen them?

• In which ways ESD WSA/WIA can transform schools and 
institutions as hubs for promoting environmental sustainability, 
social equity, and  cultural diversity within their communities?

  



• What mechanisms does your country have in place to monitor 
and evaluate the progress and impact of ESD WSA/WIA, and how 
can best practices be shared and replicated across the region?

• Can ESD WSA/WIA contribute in  building a more resilient and 
prosperous future for the Mediterranean region, in alignment with
 the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals?

The framework will be developed by experts who will briefly reflect 
on the issues above, after which the floor will be open for discussion. 
Ministers and other invited representatives will be invited to address 
two questions at most. Each intervention will be allotted  four 
(4) minutes.

  

Description of the session: The purpose of this session 
is to convene MED9 Ministers  along with other international and 
regional organizations to discuss and explore ways of  enhancing 
cooperation, networking, and financing mechanisms for ESD 
in the Mediterranean region. Specifically, it seeks to: 

A - foster partnerships and collaboration among the Mediterranean
countries, international organizations, development agencies and 
other stakeholders to strengthen the implementation of ESD?
B - identify opportunities for leveraging existing funding mechanisms 
and exploring new sources of financing to support ESD initiatives 
in the Mediterranean Region?
C - discuss a roadmap for enhancing cooperation, networking, 
and financing for ESD in the Mediterranean region, with a focus 
on maximizing its impact and effectiveness.

Guiding Questions:

• How can the Mediterranean countries collaborate to exchange 
knowledge, experiences, and best practices in the implementation 
of ESD?

• What mechanisms are currently in place, or could be established, 
to facilitate networking and cooperation among stakeholders 
involved in ESD efforts, including governments, NGOs, academia, 
and the private sector?

16:30 - 17:00

17:00 - 18:30

Coffee Break

 

Session 4: Strengthening Cooperation, Networking, 
Financing for ESD



• What are the main financing challenges faced by the 
Mediterranean countries in implementing ESD? How 
can these challenges be addressed to overcome them?

• How can existing funding mechanisms, such as international 
funds, public-private partnerships, and innovative financing
instruments, be leveraged to support ESD initiatives in the region?

• In which ways international and regional organizations can support
the Mediterranean countries to integrate ESD effectively in national 
and regional levels?

• How international and regional organizations can support 
the  Mediterranean countries in advancing their green and 
digital/sustainable learning agendas?

The framework will be developed by experts who will briefly 
reflect on the issues above, after which the floor will be open 
for discussion.Ministers and other invited representatives will 
be invited to address two questions at most. Each 
 intervention will be allotted four (4) minutes.

  
This session will present the recommendations and conclusions 
that will emerge from the discussions of the sub-sessions, and 
which will form the basis for the preparation of the final paper 
of the MED9 Ministerial Summit on Education for Sustainable 
Development and Green Transition in the Mediterranean Region 
Recommendations and Conclusions.

  

Official Dinner

  

18:30 - 19:00 Conclusions

20:00



Guidelines 
for the preparation
of Ministers and
other participants

• All Ministers are invited to participate in Session 1 “ESD in the 
Mediterranean”. Each intervention for this session will be allotted 
seven (7) minutes.

• For Sessions 2, 3 and 4, discussions will be structured as panel 
discussions. Experts will provide the framework and rationale
for each section, and discussions will be guided by the remarks 
of the panelists.

• Ministers and other representatives who are interested 
in participating on the panel in Sessions 2, 3 and 4, 
arekindly asked to inform the host country secretariat 
(esdmed9@moec.gov.cy), copied to zachariou.a@cyearn.pi.ac.cy
and partakidou.a@cyearn.pi.ac.cy on or before 20 May 2024. 
Please indicate the session where the minister or other 
representative would like to be a panelist, as well as the issue 
they are interested in presenting based on the guiding questions.
 
• All sessions will include discussions from the floor. Interventions 
by ministers and other participants will be allotted four (4) minutes
for the discussions in Sessions 2, 3 and 4. 


