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Introduction: In a moment of acute global peril, where 
humanity faces a range of potentially catastrophic 
and existential risks (Pact for the Future: zero 
draft), the Mediterranean Region faces important 
challenges related to a complex combination 
of natural phenomena and anthropogenic 
interventions. Natural phenomena include 
a well-documented climate crisis (the Mediterranean 
Region experiences the second-fastest warming rate 
globally, outpaced only by the Arctic, with a 20% 
acceleration compared to the rest of the world), 
(https://www.medecc.org/medecc-reports/climate-
and-environmental-change-in-the-mediterranean-
basin-current-situation-and-risks-for-the-future-
1st-mediterranean-assessment-report/), 
with expanding desertification, depletion 
or deterioration of vital natural resources, 
such as water, a massive loss of biodiversity, 
including intrusion of devastating alien species.  
In a neighborhood with a rapidly growing 
population, anthropogenic interventions have 
resulted in widespread forest fires and serious 
pollution incidents. Combine these factors together 
with a series of consequential socioeconomic factors, 
prevailing unsustainable patterns of production and 
consumption, youth unemployment, regional tensions 
(including armed conflicts, displacement, migration 
and mass flows of refugees) and it is evident how 
the situation impacts economies, domestic policies 
and dynamics. In turn, this contributes to fears, 
a lack of trust and understanding, frequently being 
augmented by ignorance or erratic education.  



The ESD in the
Mediterranean region:

Many of the aforementioned challenges could 
be addressed through appropriate public policies, 
by “widening the horizons” of societies and through 
adaptation of individual and collective choices 
and behaviors, many of which could be influenced 
significantly and positively through appropriate 
education and awareness raising - especially when 
quality public policy is oriented towards sustainable 
development (MSESD Action Plan towards 2030).  

It has been repeatedly recognized that appropriate 
education is the prerequisite for addressing all issues 
related to Sustainable Development (SD) as it creates 
the necessary enabling environment, enhances 
competences as well as fostering individual 
and collective social commitment for the needed 
transformation towards more sustainable futures.

It is noteworthy that in the Mediterranean region, 
governments, educational institutions, economic 
sectors and civil society organizations have 
worked for years on Environmental Education 
and Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD). Throughout the region, however, there
 is still an urgent need to further promote 
the type of education which could empower 
learners to address both accumulated 
and new challenges in an effective, creative 
and optimistic way. Systemic changes need 
to be implemented in order to achieve this. 
The ESD approaches of the MED9 countries 
are expected to be inspired and guided by the 
global framework of UNESCO “ESDfor2030” and 
the Greening Education Partnership (GEP), as well 
as three significant regional processes that have 
been developed in synergy.

Historically, the first process was initiated 
through the Strategy on ESD of the UN 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) 
and was adopted in Vilnius (17-18 March 2005). 
In October 2022, during the 9th Environment 
for Europe Ministerial Conference “Environment 
for Europe”. The important Framework of the 
implementation of the UNECE Strategy for ESD 
from 2021 to 2030 was adopted in Nicosia, Cyprus.



Second, in chronological order, comes 
the Mediterranean Strategy on ESD (‘MSESD’). 
Largely based on the 2005 UNECE strategy, 
it took into consideration with more specificity 
the priorities of the entire Mediterranean region. 
It was drafted with the support of the EU Horizon 
2020 CB/MEP and adopted in 2014 by the Ministers 
of Environment of the Union for the Mediterranean 
(UfM). It was endorsed by the Ministers 
of the Barcelona Convention, UN Environment 
Program/Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) 
as an integral part of the Mediterranean Strategy 
of Sustainable Development (MSSD), and was 
followed by a five-year Action Plan (2017-2022), 
endorsed by the Mediterranean Ministers 
of Education in 2016.

The revised and updated “Action Plan of the 
MSESD towards 2030” was adopted with strong 
support by academia and the civil society of Cyprus 
in 2022. It took into consideration the EU’s Council 
Recommendation on Learning for Environmental 
Sustainability which was adopted on 16 June 2022. 
Chronologically this is a more recent “foundation” 
document that was published by a major key actor, 
the EU. 

What is noteworthy is that the ‘MSESD’ 
and its revised ‘Action Plan […] towards 2030’ 
were adopted by the Mediterranean Committee 
on ESD (MCESD). Apart from the Mediterranean 
countries, this committee includes all the competent 
regional IGOs, namely UNESCO, UNEP/MAP, 
UNECE, UfM and the League of Arab States (LAS). 

Cyprus is currently chairing the committee.
Both documents have been acknowledged 
as flagships and best practices, effectively 
promoting cooperation, understanding, 
mutual respect as well as common action 
among Mediterranean countries within and 
beyond the EU, at regional level.A synopsis 
of the Action Plan will be provided in the 
updated version of this Concept Note where 
its’ main recommendations for regional programs
/projects and priority issues will also be annexed. 



The Cyprus MED9
Ministerial Summit:

Meanwhile, the DG for Education, Youth, Sport and 
Culture of the EU Commission has issued a series 
of interesting “input papers” on specific issues such 
as the Collaboration, Partnership and Whole School 
Approaches, The Twin Transitions: Digital and 
Sustainability Learning in Schools, the School Self 
Evaluation for Sustainability, the Rethinking Spaces 
and Places of Learning, etc., on which a revised 
version of the present document will briefly reflect.

The main pathway forward is the proper utilization 
of rapidly expanding knowledge and technology, 
as well as a series of emerging opportunities and 
to elaborate on effective mechanisms. These, coupled 
with adequate resources, will enable the updating 
and enhancing of educational approaches promoting 
positive environmental, social and economic 
conditions that are necessary to support a safer and 
sustainable future in the region, the EU and the world.

In this initiative, the Republic of Cyprus will host the 
“MED9 Ministerial Summit for Education for Sustainable 
Development and Green Transition in the Mediterranean 
Region” on 27 June 2024 in the coastal city of Limassol. 
Under the auspices of the Ministry of Education, Sport 
and Youth (MESY), the MED9 Ministerial Summit seeks 
to harness the invaluable experience of the EU 
Mediterranean subregion. These nine countries 
have played an integral role in the development 
of the European identity. They serve as the EU’s 
southern and eastern bridges, bringing with them 
distinct challenges and opportunities.

The one-day MED9 Ministerial Summit will include 
a general session of Education for Sustainable 
Development (ESD) in the Mediterranean, where 
background information on processes and 
regional initiatives are to be presented, together 
with suggestions on the path forward for the 
relevant stakeholders. MED9 Ministers of Education 
and high-level representatives from diverse regional 
and international organizations are to reflect on the 
Concept Note and may refer to the ESD status, the 
sharing of best practices and engage in discussions 
on priorities, prospects and opportunities ahead. 



An additional three thematic sessions are 
to be organized. These will focus on key 
issues that are in line with the priorities of the 
EU DG for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture 
for which working groups have been established:

1. The Whole School/Institute Approach; 

2. Twin Transitions: Digital and Sustainability 
Learning in Schools; 

3. The Strengthening of Cooperation, Networking 
and Financing of ESD.  

The output of the “MED9 Ministerial Summit 
for Education for Sustainable Development and 
Green Transition in the Mediterranean Region”, 
will be a paper of conclusions and recommendations, 
derived from the discussions held during the MED9 
Ministerial Summit. The paper of conclusions and 
recommendations will be presented during the final 
session of the summit, allowing for thorough review 
and consensus-building among all participating 
MED9 Ministers of Education. 

The paper will be submitted and discussed 
at the MED9 Head of the States Summit that will 
take place in Cyprus in October 2024. This document 
holds significant importance, as it will bring the MED9 
countries together to work more closely in the field 
of green transition, both within the European Union 
and the Mediterranean region but also at the UNECE, 
where the MED9 are actively engaged. Furthermore, 
the paper will serve as a complementary supportive 
document to the initiatives launched by the DG 
for Education, Youth, Sport and Culture of the EU 
Commission in 2022, which have placed ESD 
at the core of its’ education policies.


